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Welcome Back!

Welcome to QUARTER NOTES!
The purpose of this newsletter
is to provide information to
band families. Please have
your student read this newslet-

then your child is enrolled in
band for the fall.

This newsletter outlines upcom-
ing performance dates, so mark

site is a good resource for both
band and choir program infor-
mation. That web address is
http://www.itascamusic.com.

| iov!
ter—it’s especially for them! your calendar now! Enjoy!
. . This newsletter also presents Mr. Loest
Topics covered include student . . .
. information about upcoming
achievement, classroom cur- .
; . rehearsals, habits of success,
riculum, program policies, and .
. and our attendance policy.
upcoming events.
If you received this newsletter, Finally, our music booster web-
Performance Events (Mark Your Calendar!)
VARSITY BAND CONCERT BAND JAZZ BAND
Grade 6 Grades 7 & 8 Chosen by Audition
TBA—Mall Concert 10/19—October Concert 12/6—December Concert

Yorktown Center, Lombard

12/6—December Concert
3:00 PM—Peacock

2/21—February Concert
3:00 PM—Peacock

4/21—April Concert
7:00 PM—Peacock

5/31—Memorial Day Parade
9:30 AM—Franzen

Call time is 45 minutes before
each event!

7:00 PM—Peacock

12/6—December Concert
3:00 PM—Peacock

TBA—Mall Concert
Yorktown Center, Lombard

2/21—February Concert
3:00 PM—Peacock

3/20—Band Contest
Time and Location TBA

4/21—April Concert
7:00 PM—Peacock

5/31—Memorial Day Parade
9:30 AM—Franzen

Call time is 45 minutes before
each event!

3:00 PM—Peacock

2/21—February Concert
3:00 PM—Peacock

3/6—Band Contest
Time and Location TBA

4/15—April Fine Arts Festival
6:30 PM—Peacock

Call time is 45 minutes before
each event!




Band Rehearsal Schedule—Begins in September!

VARSITY BAND
Grade 6

The Varsity Band rehearses
each Tuesday and Thursday
morning at 7:15 am.

Students are to arrive by 7:10
for warm-ups and tuning.

The first rehearsal will be Thurs-

day, September 10.

Early bus schedules will be sent
home the first week in Septem-
ber.

Key Habits of Success

MAKING THE MOST OF
MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND

The transition to middle school
can be a time of mixed emo-
tions, as well as an opportunity
for new beginnings.

The following Key Habits of
Success will facilitate a smooth
transition to and through band
at Peacock:

1. Sufficient sleep

2. Nutritious breakfast

3. Faithful attendance

4. Daily practice

5. Private lessons (if possible)

CONCERT BAND
Grades 7 & 8

The Concert Band rehearses
each Monday, Wednesday and
Friday morning at 7:15 am.

Students are to arrive by 7:10
for warm-ups and tuning.

The first rehearsal will be
Wednesday, September 9.

Early bus schedules will be sent
home the first week in Septem-
ber.

While each student will be
coached in the Key Habits of
Success, the responsibility to
live each habit depends on
parent supervision. When a
habit is neglected, attendance
issues emerge and perform-
ance suffers.

Over the years, our band pro-
gram has adopted a fair and
reasonable attendance policy
that acknowledges valid causes
for absences, while providing
consequences for invalid ab-
sences.

JAZZ BAND
Chosen by Audition

The Jazz Band rehearses each
Thursday at 1:45 pm. On occa-
sion, rehearsal may be held
Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday
after school.

The first rehearsal will be an-
nounced once personnel have
been selected.

Key Habits of Success
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Attendance Policy—Rehearsals and Performance Events

EARLY-MORNING REHEARSAL
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Morning rehearsal begins at
7:15 am and will follow this
schedule:

7:10 Inside Band Room/
Individual Tuning
Announcements/
Attendance

Group Warm-ups
Rehearse Repertoire
Dismissal

7:15

7:20
7:30
7:53

Consistent and on time atten-
dance is a prerequisite for con-
tinued membership. Valid
causes for absences are de-
fined by BOARD OF EDUCATION
POLICY 7:70:

A valid cause for an absence
includes illness, observance of
a religious holiday, death in the
immediate family, family emer-
gency, situations beyond the
student’s control as determined
by the Building Principal or
such other circumstances,
which cause reasonable con-
cern to the parent/guardian for
the student’s safety or health.

Since poor attendance helps no
one, Unexcused Tardiness or
Unexcused Absences can lead
to lower seating placement or
dismissal. Jeopardizing your
membership is very serious.
Therefore, Mr. Loest will review
each situation carefully when
determining consequences
according to the following
steps:

UNEXCUSED TARDINESS

Unexcused Tardy 1
- Parent Contact
- Responsibility Reminder

Unexcused Tardy 2
- Parent Contact

- Responsibility Coaching
Session*

Unexcused Tardy 3

- Parent Contact

- Lower Seating Placement or
Dismissal

UNEXCUSED ABSENCE

Unexcused Absence 1

- Parent Contact

- Responsibility Coaching
Session*

Unexcused Absence 2

- Parent Contact

- Lower Seating Placement of
Dismissal

*You will meet with Mr. Loest
and Mrs. Gornik to implement a
solution to your attendance
problem!

SCHOLASTIC ABSENCE

- You may take one Scholastic
Absence per term. Reasons
include making up a test, at-
tending a study session, or
completing a group project.

- Before taking your Scholastic
Absence, you must check with
your classroom teacher to see if
there is another time for you to
come in. If no other time exists,
then you may take your Scho-
lastic Absence.

Curriculum Improvements

There is a peculiar dilemma in
the field of music education.
While band students need to
know masterworks, composers
like Beethoven, Sousa, Joplin
and Jagger did not write for
band. Consequently, directors
rely on original publications

created specifically for young
musicians. While these publica-
tions take into consideration
the technical limitations of de-
veloping players, they are not
adequate substitutes for reper-
toire standards.

- Finally, you must notify Mr.
Loest BEFORE taking your Scho-
lastic Absence. Have your in-
strument and music on hand in
case your plans change.

PERFORMANCE EVENTS
ATTENDANCE POLICY

#

Each performance is a musical )1128+1

assessment in which you dem- -
onstrate what you have learned.

In addition, your performance
provides artistic outreach to our
community.

Therefore, it is expected that
your family will prioritize band
performance events above non-
school sponsored activities.

If an unavoidable conflict
arises, your PARENT must notify
Mr. Loest as far in advance as
possible to review the situation.
All performance events are
listed in the 2009-10 Parent-
Student Calendar. They are
also posted online at:
www.itascamusic.com.

An Excused Performance Ab-
sence will result in makeup
work. An Unexcused Perform-
ance Absence will result in
lower seating placement or
dismissal. Jeopardizing your
membership is very serious.
Therefore, Mr. Loest will care-
fully review each situation when
determining consequences.

To resolve this dilemma, some
arrangers have transcribed
classics for wind band. This
year’s concert programming will
include several transcriptions.

Who knows, the Rolling Stones
might even make an appeatr-
ance at an upcoming concert!
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F.E. Peacock Middle School Bands

301 E. North Street
Itasca, IL 60143

Phone: 630-773-0335
E-mail: tloest@itasca.k12.il.us
Web: www.itascamusic.com

We're on the Web!

[tascamusic.com
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Concluding Remarks

ITASCA MUSIC BOOSTERS

The Itasca Music Booster Asso-
ciation exists to unite home and
F.E. Peacock Middle School in
support of music education by
providing moral and financial
assistance to our music pro-
grams, while assisting our direc-
tors with program efficiency.

The boosters are committed to
maximizing the effectiveness of
the organization’s resources.

While monetary donations are
always welcome, the boosters
rely on parent volunteers
throughout the school year.

Please be on the lookout for the
booster Volunteer Form that will
be mailed home in the fall.

BAND UNIFORMS

Band uniform fittings will occur
during the month of October.
Students will be provided with a

vest, cummerbund, and bow tie.

In addition, the Itasca Music
Booster Association will pur-
chase a new, white tuxedo shirt
for each 6th grade musician.
Band and choir families will
need to provide black dress
pants, black dress socks, and
black dress shoes.

Please be on the lookout for
uniform information to be
mailed home in the fall.

P.S. Even Santa likes our band
uniforms!




